THE LOSS OF THE ARADAR CREWO
MAY 12, 1945

THE LOSS OF THE
o RADAR C
MAY 12, 1945

By Ret SMSqgt Clifford F. Lord

1



Cover
Page 1-2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 5-9
Page 10
Page 11-12
Page 13
Page 13-14
Page 15-17
Page 18
Page 18

Page 19

Page 20-22
Page 23-24
Page 25

Page 26-29
Page 30-32

Page 32

THE

LOSS OF

MAY 12, 1945

THE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Photo of Collings Foundation B-2 4 J

Table of Contents

Dedication to Sgt Robert Gordon Lord

Mishap Aircraft

Description of a B-24M Aircraft

Mishap Crew NO. 505

A Al

Pictures of Some of the Lost Crewmembers

Mishap Flight

Scheduled Flight Plan

Maps of Scheduled Flight Plane Route

Weather at Time of Crash

ARADAR CREWO

Ameri cano

The Accident (Excerpts from official accident report)

1945 Photo of Army Air Corp search airplane, flying over
the crash site

Satellite and Coast Line Photos Showing the Crash site

Topographical Maps of Crash Site

Possible Causes of the Crash (Excerpts from official accident report)

Recreation of Accident Using Microsoft Flight Simulator FS2004

Poem by Carl Claunch

Poem

AHI gh

Flighto



Page 33-36
Page 37-38
Page 39-41
Page 42
Page 43
Page 44
Page 45

Page 46-47

THE LOSS OF THE ARADAR
MAY 12, 1945

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Cl i Ride®stheB-24J A Wi tandiPleotos f t 0

Past and Future Search

Photos of the Old Wheeler Mill Site

Final Remarks

Letter From Sgt Robert Lord to Cpl Harold Lord

Sgt Lord's Bombardment Wings, Dog Tags, and Rank Insignia
Sgt Lord's Burial Flag

Credits

CRE Wo
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This report is dedicated to Sgt Robert Gordon Lord who perished in a B-24M airplane
crash on May 12, 1945. | am proud to say, Sgt Lord was my uncle and fellow
Flight Engineer.

May 29, 1924 - May 12, 1945
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Mishap Aircraft:

Aircraft Tail Number:

Place of Manufacture:

Date of Manufacture (Purchase):
Total Hours:

Aircraft Weight at Takeoff:

Fuel
Crew (11)
Bombs
Home Station:
Air Force:
Wing:
Group:

Squadron:

Consolidated B-24M-10-CO (44-41949/44-42048) Liberator

44-41995

Convair/San Diego, California
Dec 30, 1944

253:15 (Hours)

61,404 (Pounds - from Form F -
Weight & Balance Sheet)

18,120 (Pounds - 3,020 Gallons)
2,200 (Pounds)

0

March Field, California

Fourth

320th

420th AAF BU

T-5

CRE Wo
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The B-24M:

In March 1943, Consolidated merged with Vultee to form Convair. The M model was

the last production version in the B-24 series. It was essentially an L model with some

additional weight saving features. The tail turret was standardized to the lightweight

power operated A-6B type. The enclosed waist gunner positions of the B-24L were

changed back to open positions on the M. The cockpit canopy was modified on late
modelB-24 Ms by addedgea dual fpane front windscre
the pilots much better visibility.

More than 2,500 B-24Ms were built at Consolidated6 s San Di ego pl ant and
Willow Run facility between December 1944 and June 1945. Because the war was over

in Europe and nearly over in the Pacific at the end of the production run, some late

model B-24Ms were scrapped with only ferry time between the assembly plant and the

scrap yard.

Serial numbers: 44-41807 to 44-42722; 44-50252 to 44-52052
Note: Consolidated built 916 B-24M aircraft at its San Diego plant, and Ford built 1,677
aircraft at its Willow Run plant.

SPECIFICATIONS:

Span: 110 ft. 0 in.

Length: 67 ft. 2 in.

Height: 18 ft. O in.

Weight: 64,500 Ibs. maximum weight

Armament: 10 .50-cal. and 12,800 Ibs. of bombs

Engines: Four Pratt & Whitney R-1830-65 supercharged radials of 1,200 hp each
(takeoff power)

Crew: 10

PERFORMANCE:

Maximum speed: 300 mph

Cruising speed: 215 mph

Range: 3,700 miles (max ferry range); 2,100 miles with 5,000 Ibs. of bombs
Service ceiling: 28,000 ft.

Below are the two letter identifiers for the different facilities that built the B-24:

CF - Consolidated/Fortworth
CO - Consolidated/San Diego
DT - Douglas/Tulsa

FO - Ford/Willow Run

NT - North American/Dallas


http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=2469
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The last major wartime variant was the B-24M with a lightweight Motor Products two-
gun power-operated tail turret (A-6B).
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The cockpit canopy was modified on late modelB-2 4 Ms by addedgea duaife
pane front windscreen. This change gave the pilots much better visibility.

REDESIGNED CANOPY/WINDSCREEN

The front part of washmade byaakiogmpyt théfedtacentertpangl and
the two triangular air vent windows followi@o mpar e
two pages taken from the B-24M Parts Manual.
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Old Windscreen From "L" Model

Source: Figure 10, 24M Parts Manual.



THE LOSS OF THE ARADAR CREWO
MAY 12, 1945

New Windscreen On "M" Model

Source: Figure 11, R4M Parts Manual
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MAY 12, 1945
Mishap Crew NO. 505:

Crew Position Name Rank ASN
Pilot: Apedaile, John W. 1st Lt 0-731786
CoPilot Gold, James T. F/O T-133522
Navigator Trowbridge, Carroll (NMI) F/O T-137481
RVO Frantz, Jr. Adolf (NMI) 2nd Lt 0-872703
Engineer Lord, Robert G. Sgt 31268613
Asst. Engineer Hamilton, Victor W. Cpl 32055936
Radio Operator Tippetts, Leroy T. Sgt 37358123
RVO Brown, Donald S. 2nd Lt 0-876430
Arm-Gunner Oppenheim, Raymond Sgt 42020966
RVO Peters, Kenneth H. F/O T-4639
Instructor Fuller, Jack L. 1st Lt 0-730249
RVO - Radar and Electronics.
Pilot Time: Apedaile 1664:15 (Hours)
Pilot Time Gold 335:00 (Hours)
Home Station: March Field, California

Air Force: Fourth

Wing: 320th

Group: 420th AAF BU

Squadron: T-5

All eleven crewmembers lost their lives in the accident.
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Crew from left to right of 536:

Top Row - Sgt Robert G. Lord (Flight Engineer), Tippetts (Radio Operator), Wagoner,
Snively, Martin, Oppenheim (Gunner).

Bottom Row - Lt. Jacob Battenberg (Pilot), Gold (Co-Pilot), Trowbridge (Navigator),
Boston (Bombardier).

Above picture of some of the mishap crewmembers (highlighted), was taken some time
before May 12, 1945.

Note: Lt. Jacob Battenberg (Pilot) escorted Sgt Lord's remains back to Hampton Falls,
New Hampshire for the funeral.

12



THE LOSS OF THE
MAY 12, 1945

John W. Apedaile - Pilot of 995
With two month old son

13
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THE

Mishap Flight:

Type of Flight:

Aircraft:
Call Letters: 4JD
Crew: 505

Date of Flight:
Departed From:

Departure Time
(Scheduled):

Departure Time
(Actual):

Landing Time
(Scheduled):

Scheduled Flight Plan:

From:

3351.93N/117 1491 W
(March Field)

34 34.6 N/120 38.90 W

37 10.00 N /122 30.00 W

3753.19N/12113.49 W

3830.17 N /122 48.35 W
38 50.00 N /124 00.00 W

3952.00 N/123 54.00 W

LOSS OF

THE
MAY 12, 1945

B-24M / 44-41955

May 12, 1945

March Field, California

13:30 (1:30 PM)

13:45 (1:45 PM)

To:

34 34.60 N /120 38.90 W
(Pt. Arguella)

37 10.00 N /122 30.00 W

3753.19N /121 13.49 W
(Stockton)

3830.17 N /122 48.35 W
(Santa Rosa)

38 50.00 N /124 00.00 W
40 20.00 N /124 30.00 W

Crash Site

14
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Navigation-Ferret (Intelligence Gathering) Training Mission

02:00 (2:00 AM) May 13, 1945 @ March Field

True Course:

262? (Depart)

326

052

292

270

352



THE

Scheduled Flight Plan (Continued):

LOSS OF

From:

40 20.00 N /124 30.00 W

41 20.00 N /124 10.00 W

43 00.00 N /124 45.00 W

44 05.00 N /124 15.00 W

43 00.00 N /124 45.00 W

41 20.00 N /124 10.00 W

40 20.00 N /124 30.00 W

39 50.00 N /124 00.00 W

38 25.00 N /123 15.00 W

3830.17 N /122 48.35 W

3753.19N /121 1349 W

37 10.00 N /122 30.00 W

36 00.00 N /121 40.00 W

34 34.60 N/120 38.90 W

3313.85N/11926.79 W

3336.55N/1175851W

THE
MAY 12, 1945

To:

41 20.00 N/ 124 10.00 W
43 00.00 N/ 124 45.00 W
44 05.00 N/ 124 15.00 W
43 00.00 N /124 45.00 W
41 20.00 N/ 124 10.00 W
40 20.00 N/ 124 30.00 W
39 50.00 N /124 00.00 W
38 25.00 N/12315.00 W
3830.17 N /122 48.35W
3753.19N/12113.49W
37 10.00 N /122 30.00 W
36 00.00 N /121 40.00 W
34 34.60 N/120 38.90 W

3313.85N/11926.79 W
(San Nicolas)

3336.55N/11758.51 W
(Huntington Beach)

3351.93N/117 1491 W

ARADAR CREWO

True Course:
322
014
346
019 (Return)
199
166
194
142
090
112
232
150
160

144

071

068 (Home)

Map 1 shows the flight planned route from March Field up to Oregon.

Map 2 shows the flight planned route and the crash site.

Map 3 shows the flight planned route from Oregon back to March Field.
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Map 1 - Scheduled Outbound Route from March Field to Oregon
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Map 2 - Course and Crash Site
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Map 3 - Scheduled Return Route From Oregon to March Field
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Weather at Time of Crash:

The following is a statement from1st Lt Lloyd V. Mitchell, Air Corps, Base Weather
Officer, Santa Rosa, California, 29 May 1945:

The weather at the time and the place of the accident is believed to be: Overcast at
500 to 1,000 feet MSL, which would mean that the clouds topped the mountains at
this point. Visibility 0 to 1/2 mile in the clouds and 1 to 3 miles out of the clouds.
There were probably some light rain showers along the coast at this time.

It is believed that the plane was flying in the clouds, where the visibility is believed
to be 0 to 1/2 mile. The low visibility obscured the ground from the pilot.

The Accident (Excerpts from official accident report):

On May 12, 1945 the mishap, B-24M made contact with several large redwood
trees that extended above the top of a ridge or hill. At the time of the accident the
aircraft was flying at approximately 1,000 to 1,200 feet MSL, straight and level and
on a heading of 315° magnetic. The altitude of the plane at the time of the crash
was almost identical to the elevation of the ground at the top of the ridge. The ridge
elevation was approximately 1,200 feet AGL and had the trees not been in the way,
it is possible that the plane could have just missed the ridge.

After hitting the trees, the plane started to break up and some parts of it struck the
ground just below the ridge top. Other parts of the plane went over the top of the
ridge and out into space, crashing through the trees and coming to rest at varying
distances down the steep slope on the opposite side of the ridge. The entire
airplane, except for the tail assembly and a small section of the fuselage up to about
station 6 was completely torn to pieces and scattered through the dense forest and
undergrowth.

All eleven crewmembers died in the crash.
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The crash site was found on May 19, 1945. The crash site is located at:
39°52' N/ 123° 54" W, South of Kenny, CA and North of Usal, CA, near Anderson

Cliff and Mistake Point. The pl ane crashed just South East
site.

1945 Photo of Army Air Corp search airplane, flying over
the crash site.
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